


ON STORY: An Overview
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The On Story project brings 23 years of content – thousands of hours of audio and video recordings 

of the greatest storytellers in film, television, and new media – to a national audience.  

The rich material captured at the Festival and year-round events is curated into productions 

offered for free online and through public radio and television; a multi-book series in 

partnership with The University of Texas Press; and preserved and archived at The Wittliff 

Collections at Texas State University. All archived materials are being developed into 

storytelling curriculum used in AFF's Young Filmmakers Program which serves at-risk youth.

“Winning the [competition] 

award was really the start of 

my TV career, the validation 

that gave me the courage to 

move to LA from NY and try and 

make a start. I'm grateful to 

the festival for their support 

of the writing process, and 

was inspired beyond measure 

at the awards luncheon by the 

late, great Garry Shandling." 

– Christine Boylan, 

2004 Teleplay Winner; 

writer/producer 



ON STORY: A Brief History

October 1994
The inaugural Austin 

Film Festival took place

The first On Story  

television episode aired 

on KLRU

April 2011

The On Story  

podcast launched on iTunes

November 2012

The TV show won a Lone Star 

Emmy award for its episode 

featuring Vince Gilligan

October 2014

The first donation was made 

to the On Story Archive at the 

Wittliff Collections at Texas 

State University

December 2015

The second On Story book,   

On Story: Screenwriters and 

Filmmakers on Their Iconic 

Films, was released

October 2016

2007
The idea for

On Story was born

October 2013
The first book, On Story:

Screenwriters and Their

Craft, was released

February 2015
The On Story Radio

Show debuted on KUT

January 2016
The On Story Radio

Show debuted on PRI

The On Story Podcast

reached 1,000,000 downloads

April 2012
The On Story TV Show aired

 on 80 PBS-affiliated

markets nationwide

January 2017

23 FESTIVALS

60 RADIO EPISODES

2 BOOKS

68 PODCASTS

85 TELEVISION SHOWS

471 ASSESTS DONATED TO THE ARCHIVE



ON STORY: The Writers Festival

OCT

The annual

Festival & Conference

 is woven together in eight days of

story-driven screenings and panels

that avoid lectures in preference to

professionally led, workshop-style experiences. 

Since its inaugural year in 1993,

AFF has recorded and preserved these distinctive events,

which have provided the foundation for the On Story Project.

An extension of AFF’s mission, On Story offers inspiring and instructional

curations from the entertainment industry’s leading writers, directors, and

creatives through a variety of platforms.

It serves to shine a light on these visionaries who, through the transformative

power of storytelling, boldly reflect the best of humanity and, subsequently,

invigorate and instruct the next generation of storytellers.

15,000 

attendees

220 

panelists

200 

panels

85% 

diverse 

slate 

 

D I D
Y O U

K N O W ?

T H E  2 0 1 6  A U S T I N  F I L M  F E S T I V A L  &  W R I T E R S  C O N F E R E N C E  
A T - A - G L A N C E

40% 

women 

panelists

20% 

minority 

panelists

175 

films 

 

The 23rd annual Austin Film Festival's inclusivity efforts drastically countered industry standards with over 

80% of the panels featuring diverse representation — an ongoing initiative AFF strives to implement in all its 

programming. Sessions covered a wide variety of storytelling mediums, including film, television, theater, 

podcasts, narrative fiction, webisodes, virtual reality, and more.



ON STORY: The Television Show

"You

have to

ask yourself:

If you strip away 

all the elements of

the world, is it still

 a story we want to watch?"

- NICOLE PERLMAN
screenwriter, GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY

One of the original initiatives of the On Story Project, AFF launched the On Story television show in 

2011 on PBS-affiliate station, KLRU. The show harvests footage from AFF’s entire history of recorded 

events as a way to examine the art and craft of storytelling. The show can now be seen over 88% of PBS 

affiliated markets throughout the country.

ON STORY REACH

88% of US PBS Markets

Major Cities: 

Austin, Boston, Chicago,

Dallas, Houston, 

Las Vegas, Los Angeles, 

Miami, New Orleans, 

New York, Philadelphia, 

Portland, San Francisco, 

St. Louis,  Washington DC, 

and many more



ON STORY: The Radio Show & Podcast

The first On Story radio show debuted on KUT 

in Austin in February 2015, featuring 11 hour-long 

episodes in its first season. Its immediate success led to 

a distribution partnership with Public Radio 

International (PRI) by its second season. 

The content often features current trends in the

industry, with episodes released in conjunction with 

major film and television releases.

The On Story podcast launched in April 2011 as an 

audio companion to the television show. The podcasts 

are free and easily accessible to the public through 

iTunes and PRI’s website. Heavy on practical advice 

 and writing techniques, the podcast is catered 

toward aspiring and established filmmakers and writers; 

teachers and students; and anyone curious about the 

art and craft of narrative storytelling.                        

"I was

lucky to have

Basil Wright as a

documentary teacher.

He said, "You know, don't

worry. Make your film and

remember to respect the subject."

And for some reason, the light came

on, and I said, "Well, yeah." Because it

was the whole reason I went into film.

It reminded me I've got to make films about my

community and use film as a means for social change."

- CHARLES BURNETT
writer/director, KILLER OF SHEEP

13 markets 

including 

Austin, 

Cleveland, & 

Nashville

Over 

1,000,000 

downloads

"I’ve been a fan of all things ‘On Story’ from the beginning. 

As a film buff, this show keeps me listening. 

As a programmer, I know that On Story is an hour of storytelling that my listeners will love.” 

– Hawk Mendenhall, Director of Broadcast/Content KUT Austin



ON STORY: The Book

"This seems so simple, but you have to keep writing. 

That means keep writing, keep writing, and keep writing. 

You may get impatient with how things are going, 

and you'd be amazed how that filters out most people, 

because most people don't even write even a second script. 

If you're serious about it, you will somehow be able to keep 

writing these screenplays when there is very little validation coming from the world. 

If you can do that, then there's hope." 

- LAWRENCE KASDAN 

screenwriter, RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK, STAR WARS: EPISODE V - THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 

excerpt from On Story: Screenwriters and Their Craft

On Story partnered with The University of Texas Press to publish a series of three books, edited from 

its rich history of transcripts. The last of the series — On Story: The Golden Ages of Television — 

is scheduled to come out at the 25th annual Festival in 2018. The books provide concrete offerings on 

how to navigate a career in film and television from both the craft and business perspectives.

Over 

2,000 

copies sold

ON STORY: 
The Golden Ages of Television

due out at the 

25th Annual Austin Film Festival 

in October 2018

Featured Writers in Book 3: 

Wendy Calhoun | Chris 

Carter | Cary Fukunaga 

Vince Gilligan | Marta 

Kauffman | Jenji Kohan 

 Damon Lindelof | Elizabeth 

Meriwether | Marti Noxon  

 Paula Pell  |  Issa Rae  

 Carl Reiner | Garry 

Shandling | Matthew 

Weiner | Alan Yang 

and others



ON STORY: The Website

The On Story website, www.onstory.tv, is a stand-alone, interactive digital hub where visitors can 

explore the artists, ideas, footage, short films, and organic lessons culled from AFF’s history. A one-stop 

shop, it includes an all-encompassing repertoire of podcasts, radio shows, and television episodes.

"As an

actor, that

is always my

numer one goal:

How do I tap into

the human experience?"

- AMERICA FERRERA
actor, UGLY BETTY, SUPERSTORE

"We want

every episode

not necessarily

to have a theme or be

about an issue, but to have

something bigger behind it."

- ALAN YANG
co-creator, MASTER OF NONE

“...a treasure 

trove website.” 

– Robert Lloyd,  

LA TIMES

  W  W  W .   
O  N  S  T  O  R  Y  

.  T  V  



A total 

 inventory 

of AFF’s recordings, 

the On Story Archive is 

being created with, and donated to, 

the Wittliff Collections at Texas State 

University, where it is physically 

and digitally housed. 

 

This partnership is designed to 

kinetically and creatively engage both academic 

 and non-academic populations and  welcomes visitors from 

 all over the country, free of charge, to survey and study its 

comprehensive collection. Since February 2017, when the 

Wittliff Collections website went live, there have 

been over 2,000 visitors from all over the world.  

 

No other archive houses as many significant 

conversations—between such a deep and wide array of creators— 

that contribute as many revelations to the study of film as the On Story Archive. 

D I D
Y O U

K N O W ?

A  G L I M P S E  I N S I D E  T H E  O N  S T O R Y  A R C H I V E  A T  T H E  
W I T T L I F F  C O L L E C T I O N S

In 2013, AFF started working with college professors and high school teachers, 

drawing from the On Story archive to create and implement a comprehensive storytelling curriculum. 

This carefully crafted curriculum provides students unparalleled access to industry experts, 

as well as an inside look at the creative process from practiced and professional perspectives.

ON STORY: The Archive



Blending the 

quality of voice and 

wisdom found in 

creative writing 

reference books 

with some of the 

great screenwriters 

of our time, 

On Story: 

Screenwriters and 

Their Craft is a 

welcome gift for 

writers of all 

genres and movie 

lovers. 

 

- Joshunda Sanders, 

KIRKUS REVIEW

 

Chock-full of 

wit and sage 

advice, this 

collection is a 

must-read 

for writers 

with silver 

 screen ambitions. 

 

 - Kristine Huntley, 

BOOKLIST

ON STORY is film 
school in a box, 

a lifetime's 

worth of 

filmmaking 
knowledge 

squeezed into 
half hour 

packages. 

 

- Kenneth Turan, 
LA TIMES

These recordings are a [sample of] the two-decade- old event that has long extolled writers as thetrue stars of the entertainment industry. 

 – Christopher 
Kelly, 

THE NEW YORK 
TIMES

If you’re 
looking for 

interviews with 
legendary or 

iconic writers, 
this is the 

place.  

 

- STUDIO SYSTEM 
NEWS 

If you haven’t 

already discovered 

Austin Film 

Festival’s PBS show, 

On Story, 

you’re missing out on 

a treasure trove of 

excellent videos 

from former AFF 

panels with 

screenwriters and 

directors. 

 

– Christopher Boone, 

NO FILM SCHOOL

Drawing on panel discussions and one-on-one interviews with 
leading 

screenwriters from the Austin Film Festival (as well as its television series and podcast On Story), this book distills war stories, anecdotes and advice from 
leading 

practitioners... There is much to learn and enjoy, even if you’re not an aspiring
writer yourself. 

 
- Leonard Maltin, INDIEWIRE

ON STORY: In the Press


